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ATTENDANCE / 90% RULE 

To receive credit or a final grade for a class, a student is required to attend class 90 percent of the 
days class is offered, regardless of whether the student's absences are excused or unexcused.  
Students are allowed up to 7 absences per semester, including a maximum of 3 parent notes 
that may be submitted to excuse absences.  Notes should be handed in to the front office attendance 
clerk or emailed to fhsattendance@farmersvilleisd.org. 
 
A student's excused absence resulting from a serious or life-threatening illness or related treatment 
may not be considered in determining whether the student has satisfied the attendance 
requirement under the 90 percent rule. 
 
A student who is in attendance for at least 75 percent but less than 90 percent of the days a class is 
offered may be given credit or a final grade if the student completes a plan approved by the school's 
principal that provides for the student to meet the instructional requirements of the class. Students 
can be assigned to make up hours primarily by attending Saturday School.  However, a student 
under the jurisdiction of a court in a criminal or juvenile justice proceeding may not receive credit 
or a final grade without the consent of the judge presiding over the student's case. 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE / CHECK-IN 
 
Students are responsible for attending all scheduled classes and reporting to the correct classroom 
on time. This expectation applies whether the class is taught by the regular classroom teacher or a 
substitute teacher.  Office aides must check in with a specified staff member.   
 
If a student needs to leave their assigned classroom during class time, they must have a note or pass 
from their scheduled classroom teacher granting permission. Upon arrival, students are required to 
check in with the adult supervising the room or area they are visiting. 

Students may only be in the Library or Learning Lab with permission from their scheduled 
classroom teacher and must follow all check-in procedures upon arrival. Students found in these 
areas without permission may be referred back to class and may be subject to disciplinary action in 
accordance with school policies. 

STUDENT CHECK-OUT PROCEDURE 

Students who need to leave campus during the school day for any reason other than Dual Credit or 
an approved and regularly occurring class or program (like Engineering) are required to check out 
through the Front Office with the secretary on duty before leaving campus. Students may not leave 
campus without completing the required check-out procedure and obtaining appropriate 
authorization. 

Failure to follow the check-out procedure may result in the absence being considered unexcused 
and may lead to disciplinary consequences in accordance with school and district policies. 
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CLASS RANK/HONOR GRADUATES 

To be recognized as an honor graduate, students must have a 90.0 or higher numerical average for 
all core classes (English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Foreign Language) in 9th – 12th grade.   
 
CLASS RANK 
High School rank for students seeking automatic admission to a general teaching institution on the 
basis of their class rank is determined and reported as follows:  

●​ Class rank shall be based on the end of the eleventh grade, middle of the twelfth grade, or at 
high school graduation, whichever is most recent at the application deadline.  

●​ The top ten percent of a high school class shall not contain more than ten percent of the total 
class size.  

●​ The student’s rank shall be reported by the applicant’s high school or school district as a 
specific number for ordered rank out of total class size.  

●​ The Texas school or school district from which the student graduated or is expected to 
graduate shall determine class rank.  

For two school years following their graduation, district graduates who ranked in the top ten 
percent and, in some cases, the top 25% of their graduating class are eligible for admission into 
four-year public universities and colleges in Texas.  Students and parents should contact the 
counselor for further information about how to apply and the deadline for application. 

CELL PHONE POLICY 

Possession and Use of Personal Communications Devices, Including Cell Phones and Other 
Electronic Devices 
In accordance with state law, the district prohibits the use of a personal communication device 
(such as cell phones, tablets, and smartwatches) while on school property during the school day. For 
more information about permitted use in certain circumstances and disciplinary measures that 
apply to this prohibition, see the Student Code of Conduct and policy FNCE(LOCAL). 
During the school day, personal communication devices such as cell phones, laptops, smartwatches, 
etc., should be turned off and stored in a backpack, locker, purse, or vehicle. These devices should 
not be turned on and used during the school day. Failure to follow this state law will result in the 
following disciplinary actions: 

1st offense – The phone will be confiscated, and the student must come to the school office 
and pick up the phone after school. 
  
2nd offense – The phone will be confiscated, and the parents must speak with the Campus 
Behavior Coordinator to pick up the phone. 
  
3rd offense – Parents must meet with the Campus Behavior Coordinator in order to pick up 
the phone, and a Saturday School/Monday School or equivalent disciplinary consequence 
will be assigned to the student. 
  
4th offense – Parents must meet with the Principal or Designee to pick up the phone, and 
the student will be assigned to a minimum of 3 days of ISS by the Campus Behavior 
Coordinator. 
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5+ offenses – Parents must meet with the Campus Behavior Coordinator to pick up the 
phone, and the student will be assigned to a minimum of 10 days of ISS or placed in DAEP by 
the Campus Behavior Coordinator.  

 
Multiple offenses will be treated as insubordination by the student. Disciplinary consequences can 
and will be escalated up to DAEP placement for repeated infractions.   
 
 
 
Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the student or the student’s 
parent will be disposed of after notice as required by law. The district may dispose of a confiscated 
personal communication device after providing the parent 90 days prior notice in writing of the 
district’s intent to dispose of the device. The district is not responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen 
telecommunications devices.  
In limited circumstances and in accordance with the law, a student’s personal telecommunications 
device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See “Searches” and policy FNF for more 
information.] 
Any student who refuses to turn over their electronic device when asked by the Principal, Assistant 
Principal, or teacher will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of 
Conduct, including but not limited to school suspension. 
 
**The term “personal communication device” does not include an electronic device provided to a 
student by the district.  

DRESS CODE   

The district’s dress code teaches grooming and hygiene, prevents disruption, and minimizes safety 
hazards. Students and parents may determine a student’s personal dress and grooming standards, 
provided that they comply with the following: 
 
DRESS CODE SPECIFICS FOR ALL STUDENTS 

1.​ Items with provocative or drug-related pictures or slogans will not be permitted. Items advertising 
alcoholic beverages or tobacco products will not be permitted. Racist or obscene slogans or 
emblems will not be permitted. 

2.​ Any clothing (including but not limited to tube tops, bare midriff or half shirts, halter-type and 
see-through blouses, visible sports bras, muscle shirts or mesh shirts) which exposes skin on the 
torso will not be permitted. 

3.​ All clothing should cover undergarments (including straps). 
4.​ Shoes must be worn at all times. No bare feet or house shoes will be permitted. 
5.​ Students are not permitted to wear hats, hoodies, bandanas, or other similar headwear while in the 

school building. 
6.​ Dark glasses, other than prescription glasses, may not be worn in the building. 
7.​ Students may not wear visible body piercing jewelry, except for small nose studs and earrings. Male 

students may wear ear studs. Prohibited items include, but are not limited to, gauges, nose hoops, 
septum rings, and tongue rings. 

8.​ Inappropriate tattoos are not permitted and must be covered. 
9.​ Any dress, clothing, or jewelry that represents a gang or is a recognized gang symbol will not be 

allowed. 
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10.​Belts are to be worn with pants that fit loosely.  All pants are to be worn on the waist.  No “sagging” 
garments are allowed.  Undergarments should never be visible. 

11.​Pants, shorts, skirts, etc. must cover undergarments at all times.  Any tears, rips, ragged edges, 
and/or holes must be below the buttocks and pelvic region at all times. 

12.​Shorts, including athletic shorts, and dresses must cover the buttocks and pelvic region at all times.  
Shorts must be visible when wearing longer shirts. 

13.​If leggings, spandex, bike shorts, or any other form-fitting pants are worn, the buttocks and pelvic 
region must be covered at all times by a dress, shirt, shorts, or skirt. 

14.​The following items of clothing are not permitted. 
a.​ Pajama-type clothes of any kind. 
b.​ Costumes, including decorative masks and face paint. Special “dress-up” days as scheduled by 

the campus principal may be permitted. 
c.​ Blankets are not permitted in the classroom or hallways. 

15.​Hair Guidelines 
 ​ a.  Hair must be clean, well-groomed, and non-distracting. 
 ​ b.  Facial hair is allowed if it is well-groomed and not a distraction. 
 ​ c.  No extreme or disruptive hairstyles and/or colors are permitted. 

 
If the principal determines that a student’s grooming or clothing violates the school’s dress code, 
the student will be allowed to correct the problem at school. If not corrected, the student may be 
assigned to in-school suspension for the remainder of the day, until the problem is corrected, or 
until a parent or designee brings an acceptable change of clothing to the school. 
 
On the first offense for items such as nose rings, tongue rings, any body piercing item, 
hats, caps, bandanas, and sunglasses may include the item being confiscated by school personnel 
and 
given back at the end of the school day. 
 
Any student who refuses to turn over the above-mentioned items when asked by the Principal, 
Assistant Principal, or teacher will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the Student 
Code of Conduct, including but not limited to school suspension. 
 
The second offense will result in the parent or guardian having to stop by the school office in order 
to retrieve the items.  Repeated offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action in 
accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. 

DUAL CREDIT COURSES 

In partnership with Collin College, Farmersville ISD offers free Dual Credit courses to Farmersville 
High School students.  Students can earn 60+ college credits and an associate degree before 
graduating from high school.  FISD covers the cost of tuition, fees, and books for Collin College.  In 
order to qualify for dual credit courses, students must pass the required TSI test and make a 90 or 
better in the prerequisite high school course.   

FARMERSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL IS A CLOSED CAMPUS 

Farmersville High School is a closed campus.  Students are not allowed to leave campus during 
lunch or any other time without properly signing out through the front office.  Students enrolled in 
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dual credit courses are expected to remain on campus during their scheduled dual credit class 
period, even if the class is not meeting on a particular day or the instructor has canceled class.  
Students should report to the location designated by the school administration for attendance, 
study, or other assigned activities during that time.   Additionally, students are not permitted to 
remain in their vehicles or congregate in the parking lot during school hours, including during 
scheduled dual credit class periods when class is not in session. Students are expected to be inside a 
supervised school location throughout the instructional day.  Students who leave campus during 
FHS or assigned Dual Credit class time, FFT, passing period time, lunchtime, or any other time of the 
school day without parent or legal guardian permission are subject to consequences, which may 
include loss of senior privileges, exam exemptions, and other repercussions.  

 
GRADUATION CEREMONIES 

Graduating seniors who have successfully completed all FISD and state requirements for graduation 
are encouraged to participate in FISD Graduation Ceremonies, but participation is not mandatory. 
Graduates electing to participate in the ceremony are expected to adhere to FHS dress code and 
behavior expectations.  Graduation regalia must be worn by graduates and not altered from the 
original form until the graduation ceremonies are completed. A DAEP placement which occurs 
during the last six weeks or a placement in ISS/suspension during the last week of school will forfeit 
the student’s opportunity to participate in the graduation ceremony. 
 
A student who has satisfactorily completed all coursework requirements for graduation but has 
failed to meet applicable state testing requirements shall be allowed to participate in 
commencement activities and ceremonies if he or she has complied with the established 
remediation and retesting requirements in this policy and has been continuously enrolled in the 
District high school since his or her freshman year. [See EI, EIF] The student shall be seated with his 
or her classmates, and there shall be no indication of whether a student is graduating from high 
school or merely participating in the ceremony (FMH LOCAL). 
 
See the counselor for information regarding graduation programs.  Upon the recommendation of 
the ARD committee, a student receiving special education services may be permitted to graduate 
under the provisions of his or her IEP. 

HONORS/AP CLASS POLICY 

To enroll in an honors/Advanced Placement (AP) course, students should have maintained an 
average of 90 or higher in the prerequisite course. Students already enrolled in honors classes 
should maintain an average of 75 or higher to remain in honors courses. Students who fall below an 
75 for two consecutive six-week grading periods or for a semester may be removed from the honors 
class and placed in a regular class. 
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LATE WORK  

Student assignments not turned in on the date due are considered late.  Students will be given the 
opportunity to turn the assignment the next day for a grade up to 70. All assignments turned in after 
the one-day exception will be given a zero.  The teacher may assign discipline as he or she sees fit 
depending on the late or missing assignment.  Teachers have the option to extend the policy 
depending on the assignment and/or circumstances with administrator approval. 

LUNCH PERIODS / LEAVING CAMPUS 

Farmersville High School is a closed campus.  Students are not allowed to leave campus during 
lunch or any other time without properly signing out through the front office.  Students who leave 
campus during FHS or assigned Dual Credit class time, FFT, passing period time, lunchtime, or any 
other time of the school day without permission are subject to consequences, which may include 
loss of senior privileges, exam exemptions, and other repercussions.  Students are expected to be in 
the cafeteria during their designated lunch period.  Additionally, students are not permitted to be in 
their vehicles or congregate in the parking lot during school hours, including lunch, FFT, or during 
scheduled dual credit class periods when class is not in session.  Students are expected to be inside 
a supervised school location throughout the instructional day. Outside food deliveries made to the 
high school by professional services during lunchtime or any other time of the day are prohibited.  
  

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY SELECTION PROCEDURES  
Candidates eligible for election to this chapter must be a member of the sophomore, junior, or 
senior class.  Candidates must have attended school for the equivalent of one semester.  Candidates 
eligible for election to this chapter must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.8.  This scholastic 
level of achievement shall remain fixed and shall be the required minimum level of achievement for 
admission to candidacy.  Students shall then be evaluated on the basis of character, service, and 
leadership.    
  
The selection of members to the chapter is by invitation based on GPA, and candidates must then 
complete an application process. The chapter faculty sponsor will review all applications for 
accuracy and completeness. Membership is granted only to those students who complete the 
application process and attend the induction ceremony.  
 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY RESPONSIBILITIES  
Membership in the National Honor Society is an honor and commitment.  All members are expected 
to continue to demonstrate the quality of scholarship, service, leadership, and character for which 
they were selected.   All members are expected to attend the induction ceremony for new members. 
All members will be required to do ten hours of community service within the school year.   
  
Members who fail to meet membership requirements will be placed on probation and could 
possibly be removed from the organization. 

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION 

Students are not permitted to show public displays of affection during school hours, while on school 
property, or on school transportation.  Kissing or any prolonged physical contact is not appropriate 
in an educational environment.  Repeated violations of this policy will result in disciplinary 
action(s).  
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RETESTING POLICY 

Students who score lower than a 70 on a chapter test or major exam may take a retest if they meet 
the following conditions: 
 

1.​ Students must complete a remediation or review assignment as determined by the 
teacher.  

2.​ Students must come to tutorials before or after school with the teacher. 
3.​ Students must complete the retest within one week of the time the original test was 

returned to the students. Retests must be completed before the end of the grading period 
or UIL grace period. 

4.​ Retests must be taken before or after school as scheduled by the teacher. 
5.​ The retest will be a different version of the test but will cover the same material (TEKS). 
6.​ Students may not score higher than 70 on a retest. If the student scores lower on the 

re-test than on the original test, the higher grade will be taken.  
7.​ Any student caught cheating on an exam will be assigned to Saturday School or ISS where 

an alternative assessment will be administered. 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Students will not be able to change class schedules after the first week of the semester.  All student 
requests for a change of schedule will be denied for the remainder of the semester.  Requests for 
schedule changes after the first week must be approved by the principal and will be considered only 
under extenuating circumstances and when supported by a valid educational or administrative 
reason. Approval is not guaranteed. Where extenuating circumstances exist, each case will be 
reviewed on an individual basis.  The request must be made to the counselor, who will work with 
the principal to make the decision.  

SEMESTER EXAMS 

All students will take semester exams in academic classes. Some elective courses may be exempt 
from requiring exams; teachers will inform students if this applies to their course. Semester exams 
will count as 1/7 of the semester average. Students may be exempt from all exams in the fall and/or 
spring if they meet the criteria listed below: 
 

●​ Average of 80-89 and two or fewer absences (excused or unexcused) in the class. 
●​ Average of 90-100 and three or fewer absences (excused or unexcused) in the class. 

 

**Any student who has been placed in ISS for more than three days, suspended, or placed in the 
DAEP/JJAEP will automatically lose all exam exemptions for the school year. 

 
Early Examination Policy 
Students are expected to take all semester, final, and state-required examinations at the dates and 
times established by the school. The published examination schedule will be followed unless prior 
approval has been granted by the principal. 
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Students requesting permission to take an examination before the scheduled date must submit a 
written request to the principal at least one (1) week prior to the scheduled examination. Requests 
should include the reason for the request and any supporting documentation when applicable.  
Approval of an early examination is at the sole discretion of the principal and is not guaranteed. If 
approved, the student is responsible for coordinating with the teacher to schedule and complete the 
examination at the approved time. All examinations administered early will be subject to the same 
academic integrity expectations as examinations given during the regular testing schedule. 

STUDENTS WHO FAIL EXIT-LEVEL TESTING  

Students in grades 9 – 11 
Students in grades 9-11 are required to pass the following EOC exams before graduation:  
1. English I (Reading and Writing)  
2. English II (Reading and Writing)  
3. Algebra  
4. Biology   
5. U.S. History  
 
Students who fail any of these tests are required to retake the test(s) during the three scheduled 
retest opportunities each year.  
 
Grade 11 Students Not Meeting EOC Score Requirements  
Upon completion of the 11th grade, if a student has still not passed one or more parts of the EOC 
exams, the district may require the following:  
1. The parent/guardian and student shall attend a conference with the principal and counselor 
stipulating the courses and tutorials that are available to the student. The parent/guardian and 
student will be required to sign a commitment letter stating that the student has failed to meet state 
testing requirements and outlining the necessary remediation.  
2. The student must enroll in a corresponding content-area college preparatory course during the 
ensuing school year and attend at least 90% of the days the course is offered.   
3. The student must enroll in a summer-accredited intervention program and attend at least 90 
percent of the days the course is offered.   
4. The student shall be required to retake each applicable EOC exam every time it is administered. 
The only acceptable reason to miss an applicable testing administration is a death in the immediate 
family or severe illness of the student. Death in the immediate family must be verified by a written 
statement from the parent or guardian delivered during a personal conference with the principal. 
Severe illness of the student must be verified by a written statement from a physician or other 
acceptable licensed practitioner delivered by the parent or guardian during a personal conference 
with the principal. In either case, the parent or guardian shall be notified in writing whether the 
principal has excused the absence.    
 
A student who has satisfactorily completed all coursework requirements for graduation; has been 
continuously enrolled in the district high school since his or her freshman year; and has completed 
all of the requirements listed above shall be allowed to participate in commencement activities and 
ceremonies. The student shall be seated with his or her classmates, and there shall be no indication 
of whether or not a student is graduating from high school or merely participating in the ceremony. 

 

11 
 



TARDY POLICY 

Students are expected to be on time, in their seats, and prepared for class when the tardy bell rings.  
If tardy, then the following consequences will be imposed: 

1st Tardy - ​ Verbal warning; parents contacted. 
2nd Tardy - ​ Verbal warning; parents contacted. 
3rd Tardy - ​ One detention; parents contacted. 
4+ Tardies - ​ Office referral; parents contacted; decision by administration to assign 
Saturday ​ ​ ​ School; ISS; etc. 
 

Any student tardy more than 15 minutes to any class will be counted absent for that class unless 
they have a written excuse from school staff. Students who are more than 15 minutes late to class 
without a valid excuse will receive both an unexcused absence and a detention.  

TRAVEL- SCHOOL SPONSORED 

Students who participate in school-sponsored trips are required to ride in transportation provided 
by the school to and from the event.  However, the principal may make an exception to this 
requirement under the following circumstances: 
 

●​ The parent personally requests that the student be permitted to ride with the parent; or  
●​ On the day before the scheduled trip, the parent presents a written request that the student 

be permitted to ride with an adult designated by the parent. 

TRAVEL – NON-SCHOOL SPONSORED 

All travel that is not school-sanctioned by the Farmersville ISD or Farmersville High School (i.e., 
private graduation trips) must be planned off campus before or after school hours. Farmersville 
High School will not announce or promote any non-sanctioned trip and is not responsible for any 
person injured or property damaged as a result of these trips. Parents are encouraged to call the 
school office for clarification of those  
trips that are sanctioned and that are not. 

TUTORIALS 

A student must attend tutorial sessions as required by the district if he/she is experiencing 
academic difficulty in a specific class. Students may also be assigned to tutorials by the District for 
EOC remediation purposes.  

VEHICLES ON CAMPUS 

Student Parking Registration 

All vehicles parked on school property are under the jurisdiction of the school.  As such, the school 
reserves the right to search any vehicle on the premises.  A student has full responsibility for the 
security of his/her vehicle and will be held responsible for prohibited objects or substances, such as 
alcohol, 
drugs, or weapons that are found in his or her vehicle and will be subject to disciplinary action by 
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the district, as well as referrals for criminal prosecution.  Searches may be conducted at any time, 
with or without the presence of the student. 
 
Parking Lot Rules: 

1.  A copy of the student’s driver’s license and valid proof of insurance must be on file to purchase a 
parking permit. 

2.  Once the parking sticker has been purchased, it must always be placed in the bottom corner of the 
passenger side of the front windshield. 

3.  Students must park in their assigned parking space between the lines. Permit numbers must 
match parking space numbers.   

4.  Unauthorized vehicles will be towed at the driver’s expense. This includes parking in the 
designated teacher lot, the administration building, or any parking space not specifically assigned 
to the student. 

5.  The speed limit in the parking lot is 5 mph.  Excessive speed in the parking area will result in 
suspension of parking privileges or other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the 
principal or assistant principal. 

6.  Student drivers will not skid to a stop or cause tires to spin while at a stop in the parking area.  
The consequences of such actions will result in the suspension of parking privileges or other 
disciplinary actions deemed appropriate by the principal or assistant principal. 

7.  Inappropriate bumper stickers or any other vehicle décor is not permitted as determined by the 
principal or assistant principal. 

8.  In the event of an accident, the campus police will be notified.  Students involved in the accident 
should not move their vehicle until authorized to do so by the police officer on the scene. 

9.  The school district is not responsible for any vehicle that is left overnight or for an extended 
period.  Any vehicle left unattended for more than 2 days will be towed at the driver’s expense. 

10.  If a student drives another car to school, they must obtain a temporary tag from the front office to 
be placed in the front windshield of the car. 

11.  Students are not allowed to loiter or remain in a vehicle at any time during the school day. 
12.  Students who drive their vehicle in a reckless manner may have their parking privilege revoked 

by school officials and disciplinary action taken in accordance with the student code of conduct.   

VISITORS ON CAMPUS 

All visitors must report and check in through the main office for security clearance.   Students are 
not permitted to allow visitors access to the building by opening secured doors.   

WORK / DUAL CREDIT RELEASE 

Seniors may leave the campus to work, to go home, or to drive themselves to and from a dual credit 
course at Collin College (seniors and juniors) under the following conditions: 

●​ Parent grants permission; documentation is on file, and a parking pass is issued and 
presented 

●​ All state-mandated EOC tests have been passed;  
●​ All seniors are eligible to be off  
●​ Only if all course requirements are satisfied for graduation in May of the current school 

year;   
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●​ Students with excessive absences may have early release privileges revoked by the principal 
or assistant principal. 
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